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120 Years of Opel Automobile Production 

From Olympia Rekord to the “KAD” models: Prosperity increases 

 

The first all-new Opel after the war is the Olympia Rekord and it begins in a new era with 

its pontoon-style body and chrome plated shark mouth. The design takes cues from that of 

large American limousines – and is perfect for the economic miracle that is just beginning. 

Those who are successful want to show it again. 

 

And a new type of vehicle also makes its debut with the Olympia Rekord Caravan – a 

lifestyle estate for the whole family. An all-new Opel Kapitän arrives in 1954, the Opel 

Rekord P2 is introduced in 1960 and the Rekord A follows in 1963 with disc brakes and 

soon afterwards with 6-cylinders. No matter whether as a coupé, estate or limousine – the 

mid-size Rekord becomes synonymous with the new middle class in the young Federal 

Republic of Germany. Opel produces 882,433 Rekord A by 1965. 

 

This success opens the door for the “big three” and in 1964 the “KAD” – for Kapitän, 

Admiral and Diplomat – arrive in the luxury class. The second generation of these KAD 

models can even boast a unique level of driving comfort thanks to the legendary de Dion 

rear axle. Opel introduces the safety steering column in all passenger car models in 1968. 

Innovations to help cope with the growing amount of traffic. 
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