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120 Years of Opel Automobile Production 

From the Opel GT to the Calibra: The new sportiness 

Opel becomes the first European manufacturer to open a true, modern design studio in 

June 1964. And only one year later, the first concept car from a European manufacturer, 

the Experimental GT, celebrates its debut at the 1965 Frankfurt Motor Show. A further 36 

months later, the serial production Opel GT is available from Opel dealers and marks the 

birth of a sports car legend. The icon is affordable for a broad audience thanks to mass 

production technology and the GT is the next hit from Rüsselsheim. 

 

The company sticks to this approach in the coming years. The Manta shares its technology 

with the Ascona when it is launched in 1970 and the Calibra “borrows” the Vectra’s 

technology from 1989. 

 

The top-of-the-range variant of the aerodynamics world champion (Cd of 0.26), the Calibra 

Turbo delivers 204 hp and offers the driving performance of sports cars twice its price. 
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