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120 Years of Opel Automobile Production 

From Corsa to Ampera: Bestsellers and trendsetters 

In 1982, Opel made a huge splash with a small car. The Corsa A rounded off the 

company’s offering by sitting neatly under the Kadett. The Corsa was an impressive 

display of getting the most out of a small space without compromising on driving pleasure 

or cost effectiveness. Every single generation of the Corsa (A to E) has driven and 

continued the democratisation of individual mobility. To date, almost 14 million Corsa have 

been registered. In 2019 the next generation will follow adding a new chapter to the story – 

with a fully electric version of the Corsa. 

 

Just as the Corsa has shaped the small car segment, the Zafira has defined the compact 

van segment with room for seven since 1999. The third row of seats that disappears 

entirely under the boot floor is simply a stroke of genius. Owners of models made by 

competitors have to painstakingly remove the additional heavy seats when the boot space 

is required. Seven people can easily fit into the 4.32 metre long Zafira. Alternatively, the 

compact van can double as a transporter in a matter of seconds by folding award the seats 

and created a 1.56 by 1.15 metre loading area with a total capacity of up to 1,700 litres. 

The current Zafira is also a master of metamorphosis doubling as a transporter and a 

lounge on wheels thanks to the Flex7®Plus seating system. 

 

A further trendsetter follows in the footsteps of the Corsa and Zafira after celebrating its 

world premiere at the 2009 Geneva Motor Show: The Opel Ampera, a car that redefines 

electro-mobility. The 2012 Car of the Year drives electric and also has its own source of 

power on board with the range extender. This makes the Ampera just as independent from 

loading stations as a conventional passenger car. Opel presents the next generation of the 

electric car at the 2016 Paris Motor Show. The Ampera-e has an all-electric NEDC range 

of 520 kilometres thanks to its 60 kWh state-of-the-art lithium-ion battery. And the 150 

kW/204 hp electric motor gives it sports car-like acceleration. The next electric car from 
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Rüsselsheim will follow in 2019 already and electro-mobility will get another boost with the 

Corsa-e – out of the niche and on to the road. 
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